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Our Curriculum  

Dream - Believe - Achieve  

 

We want our children to know and remember more about 

how the legacies of the past have shaped our world 

today, in order for them to become well rounded, global 

citizens in an ever changing world.  
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Our Curriculum Vision - Intent, Implementation and Impact 

 

Here at Lickey Hills, we are committed to ensuring that all of our pupils maximise their potential and 

achieve the best outcomes possible. We believe in developing the child in a progressive way through a 

creative but rigorous approach to teaching and learning, sharing a culture of collaboration to create 

and plan activities that challenge and inspire each child, whatever their level of ability. We believe that 

learning should be memorable and awe-inspiring, therefore we provide experiences to ensure our pupils 

value education and become lifelong learners. This is encapsulated in our vision statement: we want our 

children to know and remember more about how the legacies of the past have shaped our world today, 

in order for them to become well rounded, global citizens in an ever changing world. This clearly shows 

our shared belief that we are all empowered through knowing things. Our curriculum has been designed 

and planned especially for the children so that when they leave Lickey Hills they are creative, ‘rounded 

and grounded’ global citizens who are ambitious in their aspirations and believe they can achieve 

whatever they set their minds to: this is shown in our school motto of ‘Dream together, Believe 

together, Achieve together.’ 

 

The Lickey Hills curriculum is designed with knowledge at its heart to ensure that children develop a 

strong vocabulary base and an extensive understanding of the world as global citizens.  The curriculum 

promotes long-term learning and we believe that progress means knowing more and remembering more.  

As pupils learn the content of the curriculum they are making progress.  

 

We make use of knowledge organisers to ensure children know exactly which information is expected 

to be learned over the course of their study in a particular subject.  We believe that knowledge breeds 

curiosity - as pupils learn more about the world they become more curious. It is very difficult to be 

curious about something that you don't know anything about. We understand that knowledge is 'sticky', 

in other words, the more pupils know, the easier it is for them to know more.  As a result, we carefully 

check and activate prior knowledge to assess how our pupils are able to understand and remember new 

things they are learning. As a school, we believe in our curriculum being powered by the mastery 

approach. This means that we break our learning down, in each subject, into small steps, in which our 

children ‘linger longer’ on carefully selected knowledge that we want them to know. We intend to give 

children the opportunity to ensure learning is deep, meaningful, relevant and long lasting by being clear 

about what children need to know and remember as they progress through the school, citing start 

points and end points for each part of our children’s learning journey. 

 

This is why we place particular emphasis on building in regular retrieval practice into our curriculum so 

that learning becomes instilled into long term memory. Across the curriculum, low stakes quizzing, use 

of mini whiteboards and use of knowledge organisers is purposefully planned so that the key knowledge 

we have selected for our children to know is frequently revisited and secured.  

 

As a school we have been very precise in what pupils will know and be able to do in each subject. This 

means that we don't leave anything to chance. If we want pupils to know a specific piece of knowledge 
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we specify when and how this is learned over time. Furthermore, we have thought carefully about the 

most effective order to learn new curriculum content in.  We have planned the curriculum so that each 

unit of work in a subject builds directly on what has been learned before. This helps pupils understand 

and remember their learning more effectively. We have also ensured that the knowledge that we want 

our children to acquire is organised into subject disciplines. This means that we teach individual 

subjects such as History, Geography, Art, Design Technology and Modern Foreign Languages. We treat 

each subject separately so that pupils have a very clear understanding of what is important about each 

subject and that their knowledge and skills progress systematically over time (across year groups) in 

each area of the curriculum. We aim for children to have a good grasp of what it means to be a 

historian, a geographer or a designer for example and be able to analyse and apply these skills and 

knowledge to future learning. We engage with subject experts and subject associations to ensure that 

what we choose to include in our curriculum is the very best that it can be. 

 

There are 4 key drivers within our curriculum which encapsulate an understanding which we aim to 

instil in all of our pupils. We have named these drivers ‘Golden Threads’ as, to support coherence, these 

drivers  give an interweaving focus on similar concepts and contexts throughout and across each year 

group and programme of study. We aim for new knowledge to become connected by building on 

foundations of existing understanding.  

 

 
 

The 4 Golden Threads are: 

 

Knowledge - To know more, remember more and be able to do more. 

Legacy - To study the footprints left behind after a group of people, time in history or a person’s 

impact on different societies.  

Global Citizenship - To understand our role and responsibility to each other and to our world. 

Childhood, Home and Family - What different childhoods, homes and families are like and how they 

have changed over time, making connections through comparisons to our ‘home’ - the local environment 

of the Lickey Hills.  

 

Our curriculum helps our children to develop the skills and knowledge they need for their future lives 

as well-rounded global citizens in an ever changing world. The LHPSN curriculum embraces research 

from cognitive science: memory, forgetting and the power of retrieval practice.  Teachers build in 

spaced retrieval practice, formative low-stakes testing and plenty of repeated practice for 
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automaticity and fluency. The curriculum aims to optimise opportunities for building secure and 

cohesive links; for example; a timeline for historical events and musical achievements, a sense of 

historical and geographical place in the Lickey Hills area and a framework for understanding cultural 

diversity in our wider multicultural society. 

 

The LHPSN curriculum includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they 

are treated and expected to behave as a result of our values and nurturing ethos. We teach children 

how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and cooperate with others.  

Curriculum Infrastructure ~ a joint endeavour through distributed leadership 

 

The success of the LHPSN curriculum lies in the teaching and delivery. The role of the subject leader 

has been vital in ensuring that what is ‘planned on paper is executed in the classroom’. Therefore, a 

strong model of distributed leadership has been necessary to ensure the shared vision/intention is 

sustained while individual subject development flourishes.  

 

Shared leadership and empowering others have been most successful where there is:  

● passion for the subject and striving for excellence  

● strong subject ‘leadership’ to instigate coherence and a ‘well planned expedition’  

● collaboration between LHPSN staff, The Grove Schools and Bromsgrove School 

Partnerships, wider local authority partnerships and training, professional 

development through the NPQ programmes and links with professional partners in the 

wider community, including the GLOW Maths Hub, part of the DfE / NCETM National 

Maths Hub Programme  

● candid conversation about the quality of the curriculum; what is working well, what 

can we to better for the children of LHPSN  

● prioritisation and realistic action planning; developing a long game approach but 

recognising the need for proactivity in the short term towards these goals 

● reflection, reaction and response, applying a growth mindset to developing our 

teaching as well as our learning 

 

Our curriculum subjects - each subject leader produced the following supportive framework:  

● Subject specific intent, implementation and impact statement  

● Whole school overview of subject coverage  

● Whole school progression framework document of subject knowledge  

● Yearly curriculum map for each year group  

● Knowledge organisers for each year group  

● Progression document of vocabulary development   
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Curriculum Infrastructure - Reading - a powerful driving force for learning 

 

Research shows that there is a significant link between reading for enjoyment and attainment and that 

this is more significant than parents’ socioeconomic status. Additionally, studies show that as pupils 

develop emotional literacy, their ability to learn improves. At LHPSN, we know that being able to read 

fluently and with understanding is the key to unlocking learning across the whole curriculum. 

Therefore, reading is planned from EYFS to Year 6: starting with phonics > reading to understand > 

comprehending texts > integrating reading skills into other subjects.  

 

Teachers ensure lessons make connections and allow the skills practised in literacy lessons to be 

transferred in other curriculum areas. The curriculum is planned to provide LHPSN readers with:  

 

● Cultural literacy - local, national, international. For example: Pupils learn about 

climate change and the impact on the environment, they learn about how this impacts 

international and national decisions, such as reducing use of plastic and they link 

this to how this impacts on their own daily choices to reuse and recycle.  

● Emotional literacy - empathising with others whilst reading enables pupils to 

understand and express their own emotions and self- regulate their responses. For 

example: Pupils are encouraged to explore injustice and courage through reading 

about Vlad and the Great Fire of London (Year 1) to Malala Yousafzai: My Story of 

Standing Up for Girls’ Rights (Year 5).  

 

Character Education - LHPSN school values are caught, taught and sought  

 

The school is committed to developing pupils’ positive personal characteristics both implicitly and 

explicitly; personal qualities are caught, taught and sought so that pupils cultivate knowledge of 

themselves. At LHPSN, we believe that values such as perseverance, honesty and courage are 

teachable and essential for pupils to flourish in life. Whilst our school values permeate the ethos of 

the school in behaviours and attitudes, they are also well planned in assemblies, PSHE and in stories 

and literature as a vehicle to develop character. Pupils are given multiple opportunities over time to 

explore social concepts and exercise the school values in their day to day lives.  

 

Additionally, we know that children ‘do as they ‘see’ so all members of the school community model acts 

of kindness, trust and resilience to promote a consistently strong message aligned to the school motto; 

Dream together, believe together, achieve together. These values are reflected in our learning powers 

of perseverance, independence, cooperation, curiosity and respect.  
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Our Learning Powers: 

 

Respect 

 
 

Perseverance  

 

Co-operation 

 

Curiosity  

 

Independence 

 

 

Creating a culture for our vision to succeed, our ‘Learning Powers’ are the characteristics and 

behaviours we all share. The school is committed to developing pupils’ positive personal characteristics 

both implicitly and explicitly; personal qualities are caught, taught and sought so that pupils cultivate 

knowledge of themselves. Our Learning Powers promote a consistently strong message aligned to the 

school motto; to dream, believe and achieve together.  

 

Curriculum Implementation ~ joy, learning behaviours, pedagogy, assessment, connections  

 

Love of learning and intrinsic motivation: teachers at LHPSN know that a number of conditions need 

to be in place to ensure the curriculum plans can be moved from paper to the classroom so that pupils 

know more, can remember more and do more. Teachers recognise that the true joy of learning drives 

pupils learning forward, heavily engrosses them in learning, creates endless questions and sends them 

home ‘buzzing’. The teachers' own passion for teaching, enlivening the curriculum and setting clear 

learning goals are essential in creating the right conditions. Teachers know that the curriculum is part 

of a wider body of work viewed over years not six-week chunks.  

 

Behaviours for learning: At LHPSN classrooms are safe and happy learning environments. Stringent 

boundaries, embedded routines and rituals and well communicated expectations ensure classrooms are 

productive, collaborative and comfortable for all pupils. Teachers have high expectations of all pupils 

but ensure mutual respect and empathy. Pupils feel nurtured and cared for and able to take risks in 

their learning, making and learning from mistakes and challenging themselves to step out of their 

comfort zones to try new experiences and challenges.  

 

Pedagogical Approaches: Professional development and research-based approaches (mastery) ensure 

that teachers focus on key concepts rather than overloading pupils with overwhelming amounts of 

information. Teachers understand and consider cognitive load theory. They carefully choose where to 

elaborate and explain ensuring repetition and rehearsal: daily, weekly termly, so that knowledge is 

transferred and pupils know, can do and remember more.  

 

Assessment for Learning/Knowing Our Pupils: Teachers utilise numerous ways of knowing where 

pupils’ understanding lies and what next steps are: show me whiteboards, quick quizzing, formative 

data. Teachers anticipate misconceptions, provide impromptu mini plenaries and change the path of 
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learning if necessary. Pupils are carefully grouped, and Teaching Assistants work seamlessly with pupils. 

Teachers know their pupils well: strengths, likes and dislikes.  

 

Connections: Planning ensures that the curriculum is cohesive and that there are links between 

subjects (where appropriate) and within subjects. Teachers know that activating prior knowledge helps 

pupils engage in new learning and move forward. Teachers reinforce connectedness in discussion and 

dialogue and pupils react and articulate moments when learning reminds them of something from the 

previous week, term or year.  

 

Include and thrive ~ absolute equity for all pupils  

The curriculum at LHPSN raises the bar for all children. Teachers expect all children to reach the bar 

and know that some will need more help along the way, at different times. Teachers don’t make  

assumptions about what children can and can't do and therefore use fluid differentiation and adaptive 

teaching; including worked examples, visual, kinaesthetic and aural teaching strategies, WAGOLLs, 

scaffolding, VCOP, marketplace, working walls, targeted group intervention (eg precision teaching) and 

multiple inclusive approaches to ensure all pupils thrive and are included in the curriculum. Teachers 

know that barriers to learning are broad and are not just pupils with SEND but also disadvantaged 

pupils and those with other external issues that may be impacting on their capacity to learn.  

 

Continual improvement ~ navigating the ever-changing educational landscape  

At LHPSN, we recognise that curriculum design is a journey and not a destination. We know that in 

collaboration with our partner schools, new research reviews, reflective leadership conversations and 

our conversations with pupils and colleagues we will need to make small ongoing adjustments. At Lickey 

Hills Primary School and Nursery, we believe in developing the child in a progressive way through a 

creative but rigorous approach to teaching and learning, planning activities that challenge each child 

whatever their level of ability. We believe that learning should be memorable and that appropriate 

teaching and learning experiences help pupils to lead happy and rewarding lives. All pupils have access 

to the curriculum regardless of their individual ability, gender, race, cultural or social background or 

any physical or sensory difficulty.  

 

Research Base: 

Chris Quigley - Cognitive Load and Memory  

Alex Quigley - Closing the Reading Gap  

Jubilee Centre Birmingham University - A Framework for Character Education  

Mary Myatt - Back on Track  

Tom Sherrington - WalkThrus  

“A knowledge-rich curriculum is packed with experiences and is driven by a strong set of values about 

what matters; it has soul, moral purpose, humanity.” Tom Sherrington.  

 

 

 

History   



The LHPSN Curriculum 

 

 

 

8 

‘A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.’ –  

Marcus Garvey 

 

Intent 

At Lickey Hills we believe passionately about providing our children with a high quality history 

education that ensures they develop the skills and knowledge to understand Britain’s past, and the past 

of the wider world. We aim to inspire our pupils’ intellectual curiosity to learn about the history of the 

world and to understand how the world has changed over time. We want our children to deeply 

understand what it means to be a historian, developing their ability to understand, interpret and 

question the world around them. Through a coherent, chronological curriculum and the use of high 

quality primary and secondary sources, children are able to develop their historical skills, whilst 

cultivating their curiosity and desire to learn about the past.  

 

Implementation 

At LHPSN, our curriculum is underpinned by four ‘Golden Threads’ which weave through our school’s 

history programme, these are: Legacy; Global Citizenship; Childhood, Family & Home; and Knowledge. 

Each history unit has a focus of one or two of these Golden threads which gives a clear direction for 

the historical knowledge being taught. Additionally, our History teaching is centred on an enquiry based 

approach, placing a high importance on the teaching of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge, 

which the children will build upon systematically as they progress through school.  

EYFS and KS1 will learn about their place in the world around them, and the significant people/events 

in recent history. Continuing into KS2, the children then begin a chronological journey through time. 

LKS2 will learn about significant historical periods/groups of people within history, starting with the 

Stone Age – Iron Age. They will then progress on to more thematic historical topics in UKS2 such as 

Votes for Women. By learning History sequentially, the children will understand how past events can 

impact upon future events and how we have evolved and changed over time. The coherent learning 

journey for pupils will also provide them with a deeper chronological understanding of the world around 

them, and the ability to make comparisons, contrasts and connections between periods of study 

throughout history. Both KS1 and KS2 have a local history unit, showing the children how the past has 

shaped their lives, the local area, and wider society.  

 

Impact 

Our children will have the confidence and the knowledge to be able to understand, interpret and 

discuss the past, making links between periods of history. They will be able to apply their critical 

thinking skills to question and challenge the world around them, and will be able to use their historical 

vocabulary when talking about periods of history. As historians, they will have a curiosity to find out 

about the past, and will understand the responsibility we have as global citizens to shape and impact 

the world around us.  
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Geography  

 

‘You can travel the seas, poles and deserts and see nothing. To really understand the world, you need to 

get under the skin of the people and places. In other words, learn about geography. I can’t imagine a 

subject more relevant in schools. We’d all be lost without it.’ – Michael Palin 

 

At Lickey Hills we agree with the above quotation, that Geography is a crucial part of our curriculum. 

We aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 

with them for the rest of their lives. We are passionate about ensuring that our beautiful local area in 

the Lickey Hills is used to underpin our provision. Therefore we ensure that our children have rich 

experiences of fieldwork in the local area that deepens their understanding of geography.  

 

Intent: 

At Lickey Hills, we believe passionately about providing our children with a high quality geography 

education that ensures they have a comprehensive global understanding and knowledge of the world 

and the people and cultures that inhabit it. Through understanding geography and the complexity of 

our planet, we believe that our children will develop respect for the physical environment and the 

diverse range of cultures and beliefs that make up our world. Our children will be self-aware of the 

impact they can have on our planet. Our Geography curriculum allows children to be inquisitive about 

the world, open-minded and also responsible for the actions and choices they make. In the end, it’s 

about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together. 

 

Implementation:  

At LHPSN, our curriculum is underpinned by four ‘Golden Threads’ which weave through our school’s 

geography programme. These are: Legacy, Global Citizenship, Childhood, Family & Home and Knowledge. 

Each geography unit has a focus of one or two of these Golden Threads, which gives a clear direction 

for the geographical knowledge being taught. Additionally, our geography teaching is centred around 

the four areas of geographical skills and knowledge. These are: Local Knowledge; Place Knowledge; 

Human and Physical Geography; and Geography Skills and Fieldwork, which the children will build upon 

as they progress through school. 

 

EYFS will learn about their place in the world around them. In KS1 the children will explore the 

continents and oceans around the world. Also, they will learn about the U.K. and our local area, 

comparing them to other countries such as Peru and Costa Rica.  Finally, they will understand the four 

point compass, follow and create simple maps. Progressing into the KS2, children will study the U.K. in 

more depth, including its counties and topographical features and compare it to other countries/states 

such as Nevada, Italy, Galapagos Islands and Alaska.  Physical features will move learning onto areas 

such as volcanoes, earthquakes, biomes and the water cycle; and human features will include energy, 

trade and settlements. KS2 pupils will use eight point compasses and 6-figure grid references and 

place greater emphasis on Global Citizenship by looking at more complex issues, such as the 

environment and the impact of human activities. 
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Impact: 

Our children will have the confidence and knowledge to understand the world around them. This will 

enable them to acknowledge the complexity of our environment and connect this to the impact of 

human activities. They will apply critical thinking skills to question and challenge the world around 

them, and will be able to use their geographical vocabulary when talking about aspects of geography.  

Children will develop knowledge and curiosity about our wider world, its diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key 

physical and human processes. 
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Art  

 

‘Every human is an artist.’ – Don Miguel Ruiz 

 

At Lickey Hills, we share the statements from the National Curriculum in believing that art, craft and 

design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. Therefore, our art and design education 

aim to engage, inspire and challenge our pupils, by equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 

experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. 

 

Intent 

We intend for our children to understand how art reflects and shapes our history, and contributes to 

the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation as well as other countries around the world. Our 

children will learn about great artists, craft makers and designers whose work falls into these skills, 

where we aim for our children to understand the historical and cultural legacy of their art forms. The 

artists that we study have been carefully selected to ensure our children study a diverse range of 

artists from around the world. We aim to engage, inspire and challenge our pupils, by equipping them 

with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 

design, allowing them to embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. 

 

Implementation 

Through the implementation of our Golden Threads that weave through our school’s curriculum, our 

children will go on a journey through different periods of art and will develop knowledge of different 

historical and cultural traditions. Children will begin their art journey in 30,000BC in Nursery focusing 

on cave paintings which were developed during the palaeolithic period and will continue their journey all 

the way up to Year 6, exploring and discovering a range of periods such as 17th Century Realism, 19th 

Century Impressionism all the way up to 21st Century Contemporary art. Through their journey 

children will be introduced to and get to know a range of artists and their art styles and will use this 

information to inspire them to create their own works of art. Children will experiment and develop 

their drawing, painting and mixed media skills and will practise a range of artistic techniques. We will 

focus on self-portraits, observational drawing and landscape art as well as a range of sculptural and 

textile techniques such as embroidery, tie dye, batik and screen printing. 

 

Impact 

Our children will feel confident and comfortable to discuss different periods of art, artistic styles and 

historical and cultural traditions shown throughout famous works of art. Children will feel inspired by 

this and will relish on the opportunity to express their own creativity. After having opportunities to 

explore and practise a range of art skills, children will confidently discuss these using a wide and 

extensive range of artistic vocabulary. This artistic vocabulary will also be used to self-evaluate and 

peer evaluate different works of art. Children will be able to identify areas of improvement in their 

own works, giving reason and stating why some things could be adapted and modified in order to 

produce a piece of art to the highest forms of their creativity. 
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‘It's not just about ideas ... it's about making ideas happen!' - Scott Belsky 

 

Here at Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery, we fully echo the National Curriculum program of 

study, working to highlight the importance of this subject within our ever changing global society.  

Design and Technology, within our school, is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Pupils are given 

the opportunity to use creativity and imagination to design, make and evaluate real life practical 

projects in order to solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their 

own and others’ needs, wants and values. These projects all link to the areas of: Mechanisms, 

Structures, Textiles, Cooking and Nutrition and Electrical Circuits and are organised so each year 

group will work on each area at least once in every two years. 

 

The curriculum design within our school encompasses the Golden Threads of our teaching and learning. 

We aim for our pupils to be global citizens, designing and creating products that could help in a variety 

of world-wide contexts and cultures. Additionally, our Design and Technology curriculum makes explicit 

links to other curriculum subjects as pupils draw on other disciplines such as mathematics, science, 

engineering, computing and art. 

 

Through Design and Technology, we aim for our pupils to be bold and ambitious; learning how to take 

risks, become resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable global citizens within our ever changing 

world.  

 

Intent 

‘Through creativity and innovation, Design and Technology continues to shape our lives.’ - The National 

Curriculum 

Design and Technology is an inspiring, practical and meaningful subject. At Lickey Hills Primary School 

and Nursery, Design and Technology will provide all pupils with opportunities to use their knowledge and 

skills of DT within real-life contexts. Pupils will aspire to be innovative and creative designers, using all 

of their STEM (Science, Technology, Maths and Engineering) experience to produce items with a real 

life purpose. They will identify and take on the roles of: designers, planners, engineers, architects and 

chefs, creating structures, mechanisms, textiles, electrical systems and food products which support 

the global community. Pupils will think creatively, solve problems as a team and design and make 

products that solve relevant problems. They will consider the needs, wants and values of consumers and 

evaluate their product against these needs. Additionally, pupils will be prepared to take risks and adapt 

their product to ensure it is the best it can possibly be for its purpose.  

 

Implementation 

Design and Technology will be taught every second half term opposite the Art Curriculum. Each half 

term project, lasting, on average, for a six week duration, will follow the ‘Design, Make and Evaluate’ 

model, exploring and investigating real life problems. Each project will specify the technical knowledge 

and skills to be taught including vocabulary and equipment skills. ‘Projects on a Page’ will form the basis  
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of the projects with adaptations made to ensure our Design and Technology curriculum remains 

relevant to the pupils of our school.  

 

A focus has been placed on ensuring there is continuity of progression within the Design and 

Technology Curriculum as pupils design, make and evaluate in all areas: structures, mechanisms, 

textiles, electrical systems and food products. This progression of key skills and knowledge for Design 

and Technology has been mapped out across the school years from EYFS to Yr. 6 and involves cross-

curricular links with Mathematics, Science, Computing and Art to allow opportunity for Mastery to be 

worked towards. 

 

Design and Technology lessons will be structured to allow pupils the opportunity to explore, investigate 

and research products that have been and are currently available; discuss their ideas within teams 

before generating plans; practise their skills of using key equipment and evaluate and critique theirs 

and others designs.  

 

Impact 

All pupils will develop the expertise of creativity, innovation and building to participate confidently in 

an increasingly technological world. They will apply their knowledge and understanding of design to 

build prototypes and products that meet the needs of a specific consumer and evaluate and test these 

products for effectiveness and efficiency. All pupils will become risk takers, acknowledging how ideas 

and products can always be refined to benefit the consumer. They will become innovative, resourceful 

and resilient designers as they continually seek to improve and perfect their ideas. 
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Computing  

 

‘The value in learning computer science is pretty evident with how important tech is in our world.’ – 

Steph Curry 

 

The Department for Education says, ‘Digital technology is driving extraordinary global changes that 

some are calling the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Navigating these changes effectively and safely 

requires a significant understanding of digital literacy, information technology and computer science. 

This knowledge is also crucial if business, industry and individuals are to exploit the opportunities 

offered by this revolution.’ Here at Lickey Hills, we are driven to provide our pupils with the 

opportunity to develop the digital literacy they will need to succeed in life. The National Curriculum 

states that, ‘a high-quality computing education equips pupils to use computational thinking and 

creativity to understand and change the world.’  

 

Intent 

We intend to equip our pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change an 

increasingly technological world. Our children will be taught the principles of information technology 

and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through programming. 

Our aim is for our pupils to be best equipped for the future workplace and to be safe and responsible 

users of technology. 

 

Implementation 

Our children will develop their understanding and confidence through four core threads of computing 

systems and networks, using technology for media applications, using technology for storing data and 

information, and programming. Woven through this is a fifth core thread of using technology safely 

and responsibly which will be addressed regularly and in direct relevance to the current area of study. 

 

Impact 

Our pupils will be equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and a range of 

content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and express 

themselves and develop their ideas through information and communication technology – at a level 

suitable for the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world. 
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Without music, life would be a mistake.’- Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

“Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality 

music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as 

musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.” – National 

Curriculum 2014. 

Here at LHPSN, every child is provided with an opportunity to create, play, perform and enjoy music. 

Our thematically-tailored curriculum enables our pupils to develop a variety of skills and appreciate a 

wide range of musical genres and forms. In addition, we strongly believe that music enriches the lives 

of people and as a result we endeavour to involve as many children as possible in the musical activities 

that take place throughout the year. 

  

Intent 

At Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery, we believe that a high-quality music education is integral 

for our pupils’ development. Our bespoke curriculum (in tandem with our golden threads) strives to 

instil a life-long passion for music through carefully crafted learning experiences. These aim to nurture 

pupils’ self-confidence, creativity, discipline and sense of personal achievement. Our primary intention 

is to provide pupils with a solid foundation for exploring, developing and showcasing their musical 

talents. From Reception to Year 6, our pupils participate in a rich variety of stimulating, enjoyable and 

accessible musical experiences, which aid the development of the following skills: 

■ Singing tunefully and with expression 

■ Playing a musical instrument and performing as a musician 

■ Understanding and exploring how music is created, produced and presented 

■ Evaluating compositions and performances 

■ Understanding the inter-related dimensions of music and their purpose 

■ Understanding music theory 

■ Appreciating music from a range of different periods, genres, styles and traditions 

■ Developing an understanding of the chronology of music history  

Alongside this, pupils are also encouraged to: 

■ Participate in a variety of musical performances  

■ Listen to a range of high-quality music from different periods, genres, styles and traditions 

(both live and recorded) 

■ Learn an instrument in KS2 

■ Develop a lifelong love for music 

Whether they are a performer, composer, budding musicologist or an avid listener, every child has the 

potential to thrive musically. In the words of Hans Christian Anderson, ‘where words fail, music speaks’. 
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Implementation 

At Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery, our curriculum is underpinned by four ‘Golden Threads’ 

(Legacy; Global Citizenship; Childhood, Family and Home; Knowledge), which weave their way through 

our bespoke Music programme. Our developmental, skills-based approach enables pupils to revisit prior 

knowledge, contextualise their learning and make connections across the curriculum. Furthermore, the 

progression planned into each unit of work means that pupils are appropriately challenged and well-

equipped for the next stage of their learning journey.  

 

In coherence with the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum, developing an 

understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music is given precedence within a framework 

designed to show progression and equip pupils with a range of transferable skills, such as discipline, co-

operation and risk-taking. To ensure that all National Curriculum objectives are not only covered, but 

built upon, our music progression framework is divided into the following areas:  

 

Singing; Listening (Discussion and Appreciation); Composing; Performing (Instrumental and Vocal); 

Musical Knowledge (Terminology and Theory) and Music History (Western Classical Tradition, Popular 

and World).  

 

Each unit is driven by a key question and aims to expose pupils to a wide range of artists, composers, 

pieces and styles from across the globe. Attention is given to the works of great musicians (who serve 

as an inspiration when composing) and pupils are taught to build a repertoire of techniques they can 

utilise in their own work. Music history is taught chronologically from Year 2 and each Spring, classes 

are given the opportunity to learn about a ‘World’ or ‘Popular’ music genre. Music is also celebrated at 

Christmas through our KS1 Nativities, KS2 Carol Service and performances on the playground. In 

Summer Term, the year concludes with a musical celebration modelled on ‘The Proms’, in which classes 

celebrate their musical achievements and perform to their peers. Furthermore, we take great pride in 

the musical opportunities we have to offer our pupils, such as weekly singing assemblies, individual and 

whole-class instrumental lessons to pupils in KS2, performative class assemblies, participation in 

Singing Club, Ukulele Ensemble, and the Year 6 Production. Instrumental Lessons: All children from 

year 3 upwards have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. We currently have peripatetic 

teachers teaching strings, woodwind, keyboards and piano, guitar and drums.  

 

Impact 

At Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery, we are committed to promoting a curiosity for music in 

which pupils develop a firm understanding of what it means to listen, sing, play, evaluate, analyse and 

compose. By the end of their respective year groups, pupils will meet age-related expectations for the 

subject and acknowledge the important role that music plays in various cultures, traditions and 

individuals’ lives. All learners, regardless of their background or needs, will be exposed to the music 

curriculum. Pupils will develop their musicianship by reading simple notation, using musical vocabulary 

and recognising the works of the great composers and the time period they influenced.  Pupils will enjoy 
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music in its many incarnations and as a result, their confidence as musicians will grow. In addition, our 

pupils will discuss and share their own opinions and ideas about music, acknowledging that these might 

vary to others’ and that this is positive. Our bespoke curriculum will foster a lifelong love and 

enthusiasm for the subject and provide a foundation from which potential future study can take place. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
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‘You live a new life for every language you speak. If you only know one language, you only live once.’ – 

Spanish proverb 

 

At Lickey Hills we have four ‘Golden Threads’ that are interwoven into our wider curriculum. One of 

those is ‘Global Citizenship’ where we want our children to learn about the wider world and the 

differences in life around the world. We believe that in our teaching of Spanish we expose our children 

to the world around them as the learning of a foreign language ‘is a liberation from insularity and 

provides an opening to other cultures.’ Our modern foreign languages education aims to foster pupils’ 

curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world with Spanish being the first language of many 

countries globally. Further ahead, we want our children to continue to be ‘global citizens’ when they 

leave Lickey Hills after we have provided the foundation for learning further languages, equipping our 

pupils to study and work in other countries and learn other languages. 

 

Our teaching enables pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in Spanish and in turn to understand 

and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. We also provide opportunities for our 

children to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and to read stories in 

Spanish. Another of our ‘Golden Threads’ is that of ‘Childhood, Home and Family.’ We use this thread in 

our languages teaching for our children to learn about what life is like for children and families in Spain 

and other Spanish speaking countries – again in the aim of opening our pupils’ minds to other cultures.  

Our learning of Spanish is sequential, we use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme to ensure that our curriculum 

is skills based where our children reinforce their learning year on year in a progressive way. This 

ensures that by the end of Year 6 our children will have had high quality resources throughout their 

primary schooling in the subject. Research shows that learning a language when a child is younger is 

beneficial; that learning a second language boosts problem-solving, critical-thinking, and listening skills, 

in addition to improving memory, concentration, and the ability to multitask. Children proficient in 

other languages also show signs of enhanced creativity and mental flexibility. 

 

Our languages education aims to foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. 

Further ahead, we want our children to be equipped with the skills to be able to study and work in 

other countries. We teach Spanish because it is the native language of more than 400 million people 

across 44 countries, which makes it one of the most useful languages to know. 

 

The National Curriculum Purpose of Study for Modern Foreign Languages: Learning a foreign language 

is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages 

education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching 

should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and 

respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to 

communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original 

language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping 

pupils to study and work in other countries. 

Intent 
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Learning a language provides an invaluable social, cultural and educational experience to all pupils. It 

supports the development of key skills such as speaking, listening, reading and writing and extends the 

knowledge of how language patterns work. Learning another language also encourages children to 

further understand their own, and other’s cultures, and deepens their understanding of the world.   

By the end of KS2, we aim for the children to be able to take part in conversations, understanding and 

responding to others, both in writing and speaking. They will be able to express their opinions about 

different aspects of life and be able to compare the UK and Spain by learning about different 

traditions, celebrations and daily life in Spain. We cover a range of topics, such as, home, family, 

weather, travel, food, numbers, colours and transport. These topics will be interwoven and will be 

revised and developed during each year of learning. 

 

Implementation 

We aim for the children to learn Spanish throughout all of their time at Lickey Hills Primary School. 

This will begin in EYFS by learning to say hello and goodbye and then continue into KS1 where the 

children will learn a few simple words, phrases and songs which will equip them to start their learning 

of Spanish in depth in KS2.  

 

The children will follow La Jolie Ronde Spanish scheme and will be taught Spanish for half an hour each 

week throughout the year, which will ensure the children retain the new vocabulary. The scheme will 

develop their skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. The children will be taught a wide range 

of vocabulary with a focus on grammar, punctuation and pronunciation.  

 

All of the lessons are sequenced so that there are opportunities for the revision of language, 

grammatical and phonological concepts, with new skills then introduced.  The context and structure of 

the lessons provide children with an insight into the culture, traditions and special celebrations of 

Spanish-speaking countries and enables comparison with their own experiences. 

Currently, the children in Year 3 have the opportunity to take part in a Spanish pen pal project where 

they write letters and send videos to children of a similar age, in Valencia. This is a wonderful 

experience for the children as it enables them to use the skills that they have developed through their 

language learning and use them in a real life situation. This reinforces and promotes the importance of 

learning Spanish and intercultural understanding. 

 

Impact 

Children will have an increased enjoyment of learning another language. They will have an enriched 

understanding of different languages and cultures and will have also developed transferable skills in 

reading, writing, speaking and listening. The children will be able to communicate with each other in 

Spanish and have learned how skills and language structure can be used when learning a different 

language.  
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PSHE and RSE 

 

Curriculum Intent for PSHE and Citizenship: We use Jigsaw to support our PSHE/C – Personal, Social, 

Health economic and citizenship curriculum as well as our learning in SRE – Sex and Relationship 

Education. Jigsaw is a unique, spiral, progressive scheme of work, aiming to prepare children/young 

people for life, helping them really know and value who they are and understand how they relate to 

other people in this ever-changing world. Jigsaw offers statutory Relationships and Health Education, 

in a spiral, progressive and fully planned scheme of work, giving children relevant learning experiences 

to help them navigate their world and to develop positive relationships with themselves and others. 

 

Jigsaw is a unique, spiral, progressive and effective scheme of work, aiming to prepare children/young 

people for life, helping them really know and value who they are and understand how they relate to 

other people in this ever-changing world. Jigsaw offers a comprehensive Programme for Primary PSHE 

including statutory Relationships and Health Education, in a spiral, progressive and fully planned 

scheme of work, giving children relevant learning experiences to help them navigate their world and to 

develop positive relationships with themselves and others. With strong emphasis on emotional literacy, 

building resilience and nurturing mental and physical health, Jigsaw properly equips schools to deliver 

engaging and relevant PSHE within a whole-school approach. Jigsaw lessons also include mindfulness 

allowing children to advance their emotional awareness, concentration and focus. 
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How do we teach RSE at LHPSN?  

Teachers will be following our PSHE/C scheme (Jigsaw) planning which helpfully provides the content 

and lesson plans. These plans are linked to the DFE expectations and the statutory changes to PSHE/C 

and RSE lessons (Relationships and sex  Education). They are part of the National Curriculum Specific 

and focused RSE lessons are offered to children in Years 4, 5 and 6. Parents/Carers have the option of 

withdrawing their child from these sessions. Any children not taking part will have a separate PSHE 

lesson elsewhere in the school. 
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Physical Education  
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Sana mens in corpore sano’ (a healthy mind in a healthy body). – Juvenal 

 

Here at Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery, we strive to deliver a high-quality physical 

education curriculum that inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other 

physically demanding activities. We are passionate about ensuring our PE curriculum is broad and 

inclusive, allowing all children to be active and achieve success, across a wide range of sports and 

activities. As a school, we are committed to achieving that all children complete 30 minutes of 

physical activity each school day through the implementation of: The Daily Mile, active break and 

lunchtimes and the use of extra – curricular activities. 

 

Our physical education and sport delivery is also centred around the premise that through our 

curriculum, our children develop their personal and social skills and values. We are passionate in 

the belief that opportunities to compete in sport and other physical activities build character and 

can embed our school values such as fairness, respect, determination, perseverance, empathy and 

cooperation.  

 

Our overarching behind our vision in the subject is that we want our pupils to enjoy physical 

education and become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. We 

then hope that by the time our children leave our school, they are well on their way to leading 

active and healthy lives as they get older.  

 

We use Get Set 4 PE to support our PE and Sports offer in school, it provides a variety of 

engaging lessons to be delivered by school staff and deploys a wide range of teaching strategies. 

The All Active Academy runs a range of sports, health, wellbeing and active lifestyle projects for 

the school. We promote an ‘everybody active’ attitude amongst the children and encourage them 

to develop a keen interest in sport and be willing to partake in sporting activities. Through our P.E. 

curriculum we aim to develop confidence and self-esteem in P.E. lessons and when children are 

representing the school/house team in sporting competitions. 

 

These Get Set 4 PE schemes of work have been written with careful consideration of the aims of 

the National Curriculum, to ensure that children are given a wealth of opportunities to develop 

their physical skills as well as developing the whole child. Each lesson has progressive activities 

that are designed to inspire and engage pupils, allowing them to explore and develop skills and 

embed knowledge. The progamme has enabled the school to develop a broad PE curriculum which 

covers all the skills children need to acquire. It enables continuity throughout the school and 

supports the less confident teacher of PE whilst enabling the confident teacher to use it and 

adapt it to their situation. 
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Religious Education (RE) 
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‘RE is like an iceberg. As you unpack ideas, you come to understand deeper meaning.’ – Mary Myatt 

 

The principal aim of religious education here at Lickey Hills is to explore with our children what people 

believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their 

own ideas and ways of living. Our ‘Golden Threads’ drive our curriculum in each subject, including RE. 

With these threads at the heart of our teaching, it makes it clear that Religious Education is a vital 

subject at our school as it lends itself to our children learning all about those four ‘Golden Threads.’ 

We follow the Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus 2020 which asserts the importance and value of 

religious education (RE) for all pupils, with on-going benefits for an open, articulate and understanding 

society. The following purpose statements underpin the syllabus which is constructed to support pupils 

and teachers in fulfilling them: 

■ Religious education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s education in 

schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about 

God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

■ In RE pupils learn about religions and beliefs in local, national and global contexts, to 

discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions. 

■ Pupils learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express 

their insights in response and to agree or disagree respectfully. 

■ Teaching therefore should equip pupils with systematic knowledge and understanding of a 

range of religions and beliefs, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identities. 

■ RE should develop in pupils an aptitude for dialogue so that they can participate positively in 

our society, with its diverse religions and beliefs. 

■ Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, 

sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence. They should learn to articulate clearly 

and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the 

right of others to differ.   

We believe at LHPSN that using our local and school community is invaluable in the teaching RE, 

building deeper connections to our local community. Therefore, we ensure that our children have the 

opportunity to visit religious places and also encourage visitors into school to provide the unique 

insights of lived religion and belief. 

SMSC at LHPSN 

 

Curriculum Intent for Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural Education (SMSC): We take our 

responsibility to prepare children for life in modern Britain very seriously and ensure that the 

fundamental British Values are introduced, discussed and lived out through the ethos and work of our 

school. Our curriculum promotes respect for the views of each individual child, as well as for people of 

all cultures, backgrounds and beliefs. We value the moral development of each person, as well as their  
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intellectual and physical growth. We organise our curriculum so that we promote cooperation and 

understanding between all members of our community. 

 

 
SMSC education allows our pupils to explore and develop their own beliefs and values whilst learning 

about and respecting others. It encourages them to have high standards of behaviour, recognising 
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right and wrong. It prepares pupils to contribute to society and culture throughout their lives. It also 

develops appreciation of the diversity of other cultures through participation in a range of cultural 

opportunities and creates an inclusive environment for all children. 

 

Outdoor Learning (Forest School) 
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Intent 

Forest Schools is a child-centred inspirational learning process that uses the outdoor environment. Our 

aim is to encourage and inspire children through positive outdoor experiences. Children will have the 

opportunity to learn about our natural environment, how to handle risks and most importantly to use 

their own initiative to solve problems and cooperate with others.  Our pupils will have the opportunity 

to develop socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically and intellectually in a real-world environment. 

 

Implementation 

Our Forest School embraces the 6 Principles of Forest School: 

1. Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than one-off or infrequent visits; 

the cycle of planning, observation, adaptation and review links each session. 

2. Forest School takes place in a woodland or natural environment to support the development of a 

lifelong relationship between the learner and the natural world. 

3. Forest School uses a range of learner-centred processes to create a community for being, 

development and learning. 

4. Forest School aims to promote the holistic development of all involved, fostering resilient, 

confident, independent and creative learners. 

5. Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the 

environment and to themselves. 

6. Forest School is run by qualified Forest School practitioners, who continuously maintain and develop 

their professional practice. 

Our pupils will be able to choose, initiate and drive their own learning and development, with all 

participants being treated as equal and valuable. They will be able to explore and discover their place in 

the world as well experience appropriate risk and challenge. Encouraging children to care for the 

environment is an essential part of our Forest School. We will actively promote environmental 

awareness and encourage sustainability, learning about respect and responsibility for the world around 

us. 

 

Impact 

Through having the freedom, time and space to learn and the opportunity to demonstrate 

independence, our pupils will develop their confidence as well as their social and communication skills, 

developing positive relationships with themselves and others. They will also have the opportunity to 

build their resilience and perseverance through self-motivated learning experiences, problem solving, 

and learning to cope with failures. Our pupils will also foster a greater interest in their natural 

surroundings and a respect for the environment. 

 

 

 

 

‘Culture Vultures’ Overview 
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At Lickey Hills Primary School and Nursery we believe in developing the child in a progressive way 

through a creative but rigorous approach to teaching and learning, planning activities that challenge 

each child whatever their level of ability. We believe that learning should be memorable and that 

appropriate teaching and learning experiences help pupils to lead happy and rewarding lives. All pupils 

have access to the curriculum regardless of their individual ability, gender, race, cultural or social 

background or any physical or sensory difficulty.  

 

Culture Vulture Passports ensure that children experience a range of museums, places of natural 

beauty, galleries and expert visitors into school to enrich their understanding of the world and cultural 

diversity around them year on year. The passports have been designed by teachers and subject leaders 

to ensure coherence with the curriculum. For example; Year 2 children visit the Black Country Museum 

to learn about and experience life as a child in Victorian times. By the time children reach the end of 

Year 6, they will have visited our local church, mosque, mandir, synagogue and cathedral. They also get 

the opportunity to take part in a variety of sporting activities with schools in the Bromsgrove area. 

Children in every year group visit our wonderful local country park, in the Lickey Hills each year, to 

ensure they are connected with their local environment. The school has a new fully trained Forest 

School leader and a newly dedicated area in the school grounds. We offer exciting forest school 

opportunities with our own sizeable forest school site located at the top of our school field and a 

developing school pond project.  

 

Promotion of British Values 

 

 

The school prepares pupils for life in modern Britain effectively, developing their understanding of the 
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fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. (Diversity due to 80% white British). The 

development of our distinctive culture/ ethos has resulted in children who are increasingly confident, 

resilient and independent. Pupils talk confidently about ways in which they demonstrate the school’s 

values in practice. They learn about positive character traits in assemblies and throughout the 

curriculum. They have a good understanding about healthy relationships and how to look after 

themselves. Pupils are proud to hold leadership roles, for example on the school council, and work 

purposefully with staff to raise funds for local charities and organise collections for the local food 

bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


