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Aims: 
Writing

● Writing at our school - A whole school overview
● How we teach writing in key stage 1
● How we teach writing in key stage 2

SPAG
● How we teach SPAG across the school
● The expectations at end of key stage 1
● The expectations at end of Key stage 2

How can you help at home?



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Year 1

 
Stories with familiar 
settings.

Repeating patterns in 
stories.

Repeating patterns and 
counting stories.

Traditional tales. Fairy stories. Fantasy stories – superheroes.

Labels, lists and signs.
 

Information texts. Instructions. Information texts. Letters. Information texts.

Songs and repetitive 
poems.

Pattern and rhyme in 
poetry.

Exploring the senses 
through poetry.

Humorous poetry. Poems about nature. Traditional poems.

Year 2 Stories with familiar 
settings.

Traditional tales.
 

Traditional tales from 
other cultures.

Fantasy stories. Quest stories. Stories by the same author.

Postcards and letters.
 

Information texts. Instructions. Recounts. Information texts. Recounts.

Songs and repetitive 
poems.

Traditional poems for 
young children.

Exploring a theme 
through poetry.

Humorous poetry. Our favourite poems. Observational poems.

Year 3 Stories by the same 
author.

Myths and legends I.
 

Myths and Legend II.
 

Stories in imaginary 
worlds.

Adventure stories.
 

Play scripts and dialogue.

Instructions and 
explanations.

Information texts 
Christmas letters 

Recounts. Non-chronological 
reports.

Persuasive writing.
 

Non-chronological reports.

Creating images with 
poetry.

Humorous Poetry. Traditional poetry. Performance poetry. Narrative poetry. Shape poems.

Year 4 Fables. Stories in familiar 
setting.
 

Myths and Legends. Fairy Stories and 
Playscripts.

Stories and drama 
(audio).

Tales from other cultures.

Instructions and 
explanations.

Gaining information.
 

Recounts. Non-chronological 
reports.

Persuasive writing. Chronological reports.

Image poems.
 

Poetic form – syllabic 
poems.

List Poems and 
Kennings.

Performance Poems. Poet Study. Poems to learn by heart.

Year 5 Classic fiction.
 

Biographies/autobiogra
phies.
 

Short stories. Drama. Classic fiction – 
mystery.

Short stories – fantasy.

Recounts.
 

Instructions and 
explanations.

Argument and debate. Journalistic writing. Persuasive writing. Non-chronological reports.

Slam poetry. Classic poems.
 

Choral/classic poems. Poetic style. Debate poetry. The power of imagery.

Year 6 Historical stories.
 

Significant authors.
 

Stories with 
flashbacks

Stories from other 
cultures

Classic Fiction from 
the past.

Classic Modern Fiction.

Recounts.
 

Explanation text. Persuasive writing.
 

Journalistic reports. Chronological reports. Argument and debate.

Choral and 
performance poetry.

Narrative poetry. Free-form poetry. Classic Poems. Poet Study. Narrative poems.



End of Key Stage 1 Expectations                                           End of Key Stage 2 Expectations 









Writing Key Stage 1

Children write for a range of purposes eg letter to Santa, poems to share with 
another class, stories to read to younger children.

Stimulus eg autumn walk, story, object.

Market place- group or paired discussion and mind mapping

Orally say sentences out loud.

Modelling

Write

Redraft, editing, improving



Phonics and Spelling

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

There are 26 letters of the alphabet that can make 44 sounds that are 
called phonemes.  The grapheme is how the phoneme is written down. Eg a, d, 
th, ee

In early writing children are encouraged to use the graphemes (phonic 
sounds) they know to spell words. This is done by children segmenting the  
whole word and saying every sound that they hear then writing it down 
using the grapheme they know.



Phonics

dog =    /d/  /o/ /g/

fish=      /f/  /i/ /sh/

three=    /th/ /r/ /ee/



Tricky Words
There are many words that cannot be blended 

or segmented because they are irregular. These 
are words that children just need to be able spell 
correctly.

the was said you      some



Years 1 and 2 Statutory Words



Writing at Key Stage 1
Year 1

•       Write clearly demarcated sentences.
•       Use ‘and’ to join ideas.
•       Use conjunctions to join sentences (e.g. so, but).
•       Use standard forms of verbs, e.g. go/went.
•       Introduce use of:

o   capital letters
o   full stops
o   question marks
o   exclamation marks

•       Use capital letters for names and personal pronoun ‘I’.
•       Write a sequence of sentences to form a short narrative [as introduction to paragraphs].
•       Use correct formation of lower case – finishing in right place.
•       Use correct formation of capital letters.
•       Use correct formation of digits.



Writing at Key Stage 1
Year 2

•       Write different kinds of sentence: statement, question, exclamation, command.
•       Use expanded noun phrases to add description and specification.
•       Write using subordination (when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (or, and, but).
•       Correct and consistent use of present tense & past tense.
•       Correct use of verb tenses.
•       Write with correct and consistent use of:

o   capital letters
o   full stops
o   question marks
o   exclamation marks

•       Use commas in a list.
•       Use apostrophe to mark omission and singular possession in nouns.
•       Write under headings.
•       Write lowercase letters correct size relative to one another.
Show evidence of diagonal and horizontal strokes to join handwriting.



The Writing Process–KS2-To draft, edit, critique and improve our Writing.

Step 1 
The pupil writes a first draft, COLD draft.  (No teacher input - this is the assessment)
Step 2
The teacher will then critique the COLD draft (in red pen) and set specific targets in the success criteria. 
(For the pupil to follow in their first HOT draft)



The Writing Process–KS2-To draft, edit, critique and improve our Writing.

Step 3
The teacher then plans a sequence of lessons to ‘plug’ the gaps from the COLD draft.  
(Critique WAGOLL/Market Place etc)



The Writing Process–KS2-To draft, edit, critique and improve our Writing.

Step 4
The pupil then writes a first HOT draft, using the success criteria.
Step 5
The teacher critiques the work and the pupils respond in green pen with their improvements. 



The Writing Process–KS2-To draft, edit, critique and improve our Writing.

Step 6
The pupils can peer critique each others work.



The Writing Process–KS2-To draft, edit, critique and improve our Writing.

Step 7
Compare COLD and HOT drafts to check for progress

COLD Task                                    HOT Task



SPaG - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

“Grammar to a writer is to 
a mountaineer a good pair 
of hiking boots or, more 
precisely, to a deep-sea 
diver an oxygen tank.”



What is SPaG?



Mix and Match
determiner Used to show the relationship between nouns in a sentence e.g. on, next to, 

beside, under, over

Passive A word with the opposite meaning, e.g. big/small, hot/cold, day/night

Antonym When the subject of a sentence has an action done to it by someone or 
something. E.g. The dog was being washed by the young girl. 

Abstract noun Describes things that can't actually be seen.

Active Used to introduce a noun or noun phrase

preposition When the subject of the sentence performs the action e.g. The young girl 
washed the dog. 



Spelling

● Across the school, spelling is taught discretely and is followed up with a series 
of daily activities to reinforce and extend the spelling patterns. Spelling is 
taught in accordance with the new National Curriculum guidance appropriate to 
each year group. 

● In January 2018, we will be launching the new ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme, 
which will provide for a whole school consistent approach to the teaching and 
learning of spelling. 



Years 1 and 2 Statutory Words



Years 3 and 4 Statutory Words 



Years 5 and 6 Statutory Words 



Punctuation and Grammar

Punctuation and grammar are taught both discretely and as part of English lessons. 

Discrete lessons are used to introduce new terminology and practice key skills. 
Additionally, within English lessons, our pupils are provided with multiple 
opportunities to use and explore punctuation and grammar. 

KS2 - pupils self and peer-assess writing. Our pupils highlight key terms, label 
these, and finally tick off their VCOP success criteria to show it is evident in their 
work. 





End of KS1 Expectations - terminology

Year 1

Letter
Capital letter  
Word
Singular  
Plural
Sentence  
Punctuation
Full Stop  
Question Mark     
Exclamation Mark

Year 2

Noun  
Noun phrase  
Statement   
Question  
Exclamation
Command    
Compound word
Adjective     
Verb 
suffix
prefix 
vowel   
consonant    
Adverb   
Tense (past/present)
Apostrophe         
Comma



End of KS2 Expectations - terminology

Year 3

Preposition,
Conjunction,
Word family,
Prefix,
suffix,
root word,
Main Clause,
Subordinate Clause,
Direct Speech,
Consonant,
Letter,
Vowel,
Inverted Commas

Year 4

Determiner
Pronoun
Possessive pronoun 
Adverbial

Year 5

Modal Verb,
Relative Pronoun, 
Personal Pronoun, 
Possessive Pronoun, 
Relative Clause, 
Parenthesis,
Bracket,
Dash,
Cohesion,
Ambiguity

Year 6

Subject,
Object,
Active,
Passive,
Synonym,
Antonym,
Subjunctive mood,
Past progressive tense
Past/present perfect 
tense
Ellipsis,
Hyphen,
Colon,
Semi-colon,
Bullet points



What can I do to help - Writing KS1
Read to your children.

Talk - get children to talk about what they want to write about.

Encourage your child to write at every opportunity and use things that interest them eg birthday cards, 
shopping lists, write stories based on their favourite toys.

Model being a writer-Let your child see that you are not perfect and that making changes and edit are a 
natural part of writing.    

Learn to spell tricky words-  magnetic letters, writing them in flour/glitter, LSCWC, apply them in 
sentences.

Good pencil grip

Practice making letters correctly- sand, in air, using body parts, apps, chalks, white boards.



Websites
Oxford Owl

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/at-school/writing-at-primary-school

BBC Bitesize

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

Phonics Play

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/at-school/writing-at-primary-school/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk





